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It was only human that this intervention from above was not appreciated by the commanders and the squadron chiefs, and I was given the nickname " Master." Towards autumn we collected all the ships that we had in home waters, and formed a manoeuvring fleet which operated under the personal direction of the Executive Command. As we arranged them in fighting units, regardless of the class of vessel, we combined numbers of ships which had hitherto never worked in company. It could be said that men fought here, and not ships. For the navy was so small that we could only establish large battle-formations and manoeuvre them one against the other by scraping together all the training ships, mine-sweepers, and other simulacra that we possessed.
It was then that we began operations in larger formation, and without more ado we dropped a number of practice formations which had been highly esteemed until then, including the wedge and square. Between 1892 and 1894 we discovered our line tactics. The main feature of this was to keep the enemy in the centre of our line, no matter how he manoeuvred. In addition we discovered our squadron principle. Until then there had been no theory of naval warfare, and no certainty as to what number of vessels constituted the most effective squadron unit. Helped by the nature of our line tactics on the one hand and the success of our intensive training on the other, we fixed upon eight ships as the most favourable norm for formations fighting in a line; in the event of more